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knowledge. He loved to run, ride bicycles, and 
travel, particularly to his beloved Italy. He 
loved people and maintained many friendships 
over many years and great distances. 

Gary had many and diverse interests, 
enough to occupy an average man’s every 
waking hour, but Gary was not an average 
man. He worked for almost three decades at 
Hewlett Packard, rising to the top position of 
Vice President of Government Affairs, and 
moved on to lead as Vice President of Applied 
Materials. The offices he held at these major 
companies paint a picture of his business suc-
cess, and are very much a part of his Silicon 
Valley story. Gary was a leader in the Valley 
whose opinion was sought and whose ideas 
and creativity were always valued. He knew 
that technology and innovation were key to 
changing the world for the better, and founded 
TechNet to be the voice of the innovation 
economy in Washington, D.C. He was recog-
nized by all as a voice for the Valley and two 
years ago was the inspiration for the Informa-
tion Technology Industry (ITI) Council’s Gary 
P. Fazzino Award for Innovation Excellence. 

Dean Garfield, President and CEO of ITI, 
wrote recently of Gary that ‘‘In truth, for the 
tech sector, there is no better definition of con-
sistent leadership, no better demonstration of 
exemplary service than the work and the life 
of Gary Fazzino. A poet once called for men 
with ‘‘strong minds, great hearts, true faith, 
and ready hands.’’ Gary was one of those 
men, in a class by himself.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in expressing our deepest condolences to An-
nette, Julia and Matthew Fazzino, as well as 
the entire Fazzino family. It is fitting for the 
U.S. House of Representatives to honor the 
life of this extraordinarily brilliant, kind, honest 
and capable man who loved his community 
and his country so deeply. I count among the 
greatest blessings of my life my friendship with 
Gary Fazzino. 
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Mr SHULER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the members of my Congressional Staff 
who have served with me over the past six 
years while I have been in office. A Member 
of Congress’ most important responsibility is to 
provide exceptional constituent services and 
my team is second to none in providing the 
best assistance to all in our District. My Wash-
ington, D.C. office is also tasked with re-
searching, processing, analyzing, and making 
recommendations on an infinite number of re-
ports, policies, and legislation. I could not ask 
for a more talented or dedicated team, and I 
take great pride in the work that each staff 
member has done not only on my behalf, but 
also on behalf of the 11th Congressional Dis-
trict of North Carolina and the United States. 

My team has shown a strong sense of dedi-
cation to meeting the needs of our constitu-
ency. I owe a debt of gratitude to each one of 
them for the support and friendship which they 
have shown me while I have served in Con-
gress. 

Grant Carlisle has been a part of my Wash-
ington, D.C. office since August 2010. From 

the very beginning, I have been impressed 
with his work ethic and attention to detail. 
Grant has proven himself to have a com-
prehensive understanding of every issue for 
which he is responsible, as well as the ability 
to efficiently and effectively communicate de-
tails of an issue, both verbally and in writing. 
Each of Grant’s various roles has required ex-
pediency and precision, and he has proven 
himself to be a dedicated member of the staff 
in every capacity. 

Grant should be proud of the service he has 
provided to our District and country. It has 
been an honor to serve with him and as I re-
tire from office I wish him the very best in the 
future. western North Carolina is a better 
place because of his efforts and I will cherish 
the memories of serving with Grant and the 
team by my side. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing and thanking Grant Carlisle for 
his hard work on behalf of all of Western 
North Carolina and to wish him continued suc-
cess in his future endeavors. 
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Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to Barbara Carmichael 
who passed away on October 17, 2012. Bar-
bara was a pillar of the community in Norco, 
California and she will be deeply missed. 

Barbara Carmichael moved to Norco in 
1980 and served three terms on the Norco 
City Council starting in November 1990. She 
was mayor in 1992 and 1998, and left the 
council in 2003. In order to be closer to family, 
she moved to the small town of Manton in 
Northern California in 2005. During her time 
there, Barbara became active in local organi-
zations and sat on the Manton Joint Unified 
School District Board of Trustees last year. 

Barbara also was a 4–H leader for 22 years, 
honorary Future Farmers of America chapter 
farmer, a Norco Chamber of Commerce Fair 
Committee member for 10 years, Corona Re-
gional Hospital Foundation Board member, a 
Riverside City College advisory board mem-
ber, and was active in many other community 
groups. According to Norco Mayor Kevin 
Bash, Barbara was instrumental in securing 
national historical status for the former 
Norconian hotel and was involved in the initial 
planning stages of the Silverlakes equestrian 
and sports park. The way in which Barbara 
lived her life should serve as reminder to oth-
ers that the power of an individual with drive, 
perseverance and a stellar work ethic can do 
great things. 

Barbara is survived by daughters Bree Zim-
merman and Brittney Mailhes, and five grand-
children. 

On Sunday, November 18, 2012, a memo-
rial service celebrating Barbara’s extraordinary 
life will be held. Barbara will always be re-
membered for her contributions to the commu-
nity, work ethic, generosity, and love of family. 
Her dedication to her work, family and com-
munity are a testament to a life lived well and 
a legacy that will continue. I extend my condo-
lences to Barbara’s family and friends; al-

though Barbara may be gone, the light and 
goodness she brought to the world remains 
and will never be forgotten. 
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RECOGNIZING TOM KAISER FOR 
HIS COMMITMENT AND DEDICA-
TION TO HIS FELLOW VETERANS 

HON. ALLEN B. WEST 
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Friday, November 16, 2012 

Mr. WEST. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to 
stand today and recognize Tom Kaiser for his 
selfless devotion to his fellow veterans and 
brothers in arms. 

Mr. Kaiser is a proud member of the Amer-
ican Legion, Disabled American Veterans, 
Jewish War Veterans, Korean War Veterans, 
Veterans of Foreign Wars and Sons of the 
American Legion. 

As a member of these veterans organiza-
tions, Mr. Kaiser has displayed an unyielding 
sense of duty in making the sacrifice that our 
veterans have displayed throughout the years 
known to south Florida residents. 

Mr. Kaiser, as the head of the Boynton 
Beach Veterans Council, was able to establish 
the Boynton Beach Veterans Park and 
oversaw many dedications at the park to vet-
erans of all wars. The park now has 32 monu-
ments and benches to honor the branches of 
service. Further, Mr. Kaiser has arranged to 
have local schools visit the park to learn about 
our history and the many wars it has taken to 
promote the freedoms that we hold so dear. 

He also helped many World War II Veterans 
obtain the French Medal of Honor. At this 
time, they have honored at least 300 veterans. 

Mr. Speaker, I drive down Federal highway 
almost daily when I am home in south Florida, 
and not a day goes by when I do not see the 
POW/MIA signs along the road. We all have 
Mr. Kaiser to thank for installing those onto 
such a busy highway for all to see. We hope 
that these signs will one day stretch from Key 
West to the Georgia state line. 

As a 22-year active duty retired Army Lieu-
tenant Colonel, I know the sacrifice and sense 
of duty that all veterans feel. I know that many 
of our veterans do their job, not for recogni-
tion, but for love of country and selfless devo-
tion to their fellow brother in arms. 

Mr. Speaker, today, however, Tom Kaiser 
deserves this recognition for all the hard work 
he has displayed throughout the years, ensur-
ing that our veterans’ sacrifices are never for-
gotten, and that our future generations may 
carry the torch that he has helped carry. May 
Mr. Kaiser always remain steadfast and loyal 
in these altruistic pursuits. 
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TRIBUTE TO KEVIN KESTER 

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, November 16, 2012 

Mr. MCCARTHY of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize my good friend, Kevin 
Kester, on his retirement as President of the 
California Cattlemen’s Association (CCA). He 
has been an effective and passionate advo-
cate for ranching and the cattle industry in our 
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